IJO                     RAG-TIME AND TANGO
infinite understanding. Even an eager layman, gloating
over the richly alluring mystery of the movies, cannot
endure such Imyttw for ever; and how the movie-actor
bears the intolerable tedium, I cannot conceive. Before
Hollywood received me, I had thought of him (and her) as
quite the gayest figure of the modern world; but I recall
them now as Trappists, vowed to a wholly ascetic life of
unbearable monotony.
But as the lady started for the eighteenth time at her
upper window, our monotony was generously relieved,
For we had company enough. Effendis drifted up for news
of home; Pashas of evil aspect accepted nervously-proffered
cigarettes; sergeants of Turcos explained that Hollywood,
though dull, was better than Newport, Mon.; and we dis-
covered the hidden secret of the movies, that the great
American industry is filled to overflowing with cheerful
Englishmen. So we sat talking, with the lights searing our
eyes and directors bawling" Camera" down megaphones,
while Rimsky-Korsakov spasmodically evoked the Orient
under the noble spring of the big roof, that irresistibly
recalled a mad cathedral